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1 So in original. Probably should be section ‘‘2642(9)’’. 

Control Act [this section], as added by subsection (a), 

shall take effect on the date of the enactment of this 

Act [Nov. 28, 1990].’’ 

SUBCHAPTER III—INDOOR RADON 
ABATEMENT 

§ 2661. National goal 

The national long-term goal of the United 
States with respect to radon levels in buildings 
is that the air within buildings in the United 
States should be as free of radon as the ambient 
air outside of buildings. 

(Pub. L. 94–469, title III, § 301, as added Pub. L. 
100–551, § 1(a), Oct. 28, 1988, 102 Stat. 2755.) 

REPORT ON RECOMMENDED POLICY FOR DEALING WITH 

RADON IN ASSISTED HOUSING 

Pub. L. 100–628, title X, § 1091, Nov. 7, 1988, 102 Stat. 

3283, provided that: 

‘‘(a) PURPOSES.—The purposes of this section are— 

‘‘(1) to require the Department of Housing and 

Urban Development to develop an effective depart-

mental policy for dealing with radon contamination 

that utilizes any Environmental Protection Agency 

guidelines and standards to ensure that occupants of 

housing covered by this section are not exposed to 

hazardous levels of radon; and 

‘‘(2) to require the Department of Housing and 

Urban Development to assist the Environmental Pro-

tection Agency in reducing radon contamination. 

‘‘(b) PROGRAM.— 

‘‘(1) APPLICABILITY.—The housing covered by this 

section is— 

‘‘(A) multifamily housing owned by the Depart-

ment of Housing and Urban Development; 

‘‘(B) public housing and Indian housing assisted 

under the United States Housing Act of 1937 [42 

U.S.C. 1437 et seq.]; 

‘‘(C) housing receiving project-based assistance 

under section 8 of the United States Housing Act of 

1937 [42 U.S.C. 1437f]; 

‘‘(D) housing assisted under section 236 of the Na-

tional Housing Act [12 U.S.C. 1715z–1]; and 

‘‘(E) housing assisted under section 221(d)(3) of 

the National Housing Act [12 U.S.C. 1715l(d)(3)]. 

‘‘(2) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Housing and 

Urban Development shall develop and recommend to 

the Congress a policy for dealing with radon contami-

nation that specifies programs for education, re-

search, testing, and mitigation of radon hazards in 

housing covered by this section. 

‘‘(3) STANDARDS.—In developing the policy, the Sec-

retary shall utilize any guidelines, information, or 

standards established by the Environmental Protec-

tion Agency for— 

‘‘(A) testing residential and nonresidential struc-

tures for radon; 

‘‘(B) identifying elevated radon levels; 

‘‘(C) identifying when remedial actions should be 

taken; and 

‘‘(D) identifying geographical areas that are like-

ly to have elevated levels of radon. 

‘‘(4) COORDINATION.—In developing the policy, the 

Secretary shall coordinate the efforts of the Depart-

ment of Housing and Urban Development with the 

Environmental Protection Agency, and other appro-

priate Federal agencies, and shall consult with State 

and local governments, the housing industry, con-

sumer groups, health organizations, appropriate pro-

fessional organizations, and other appropriate ex-

perts. 

‘‘(5) REPORT.—The Secretary shall submit a report 

to the Congress within 1 year after the date of the en-

actment of this Act [Nov. 7, 1988] that describes the 

Secretary’s recommended policy for dealing with 

radon contamination and the Secretary’s reasons for 

recommending such policy. The report shall include 

an estimate of the housing covered by this section 

that is likely to have hazardous levels of radon. 
‘‘(c) COOPERATION WITH ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION 

AGENCY.—Within 6 months after the date of the enact-

ment of this Act [Nov. 7, 1988], the Secretary and the 

Administrator of the Environmental Protection Agen-

cy shall enter into a memorandum of understanding de-

scribing the Secretary’s plan to assist the Adminis-

trator in carrying out the Environmental Protection 

Agency’s authority to assess the extent of radon con-

tamination in the United States and assist in the devel-

opment of measures to avoid and reduce radon con-

tamination. 
‘‘(d) DEFINITIONS.—For purposes of this section: 

‘‘(1) ADMINISTRATOR.—The term ‘Administrator’ 

means the Administrator of the Environmental Pro-

tection Agency. 
‘‘(2) SECRETARY.—The term ‘Secretary’ means the 

Secretary of Housing and Urban Development. 
‘‘(e) AUTHORIZATION.—Funds available for housing 

covered by this section shall be available to carry out 

this section with respect to such housing.’’ 

§ 2662. Definitions 

For purposes of this subchapter: 
(1) The term ‘‘local educational agency’’ 

means— 
(A) any local educational agency as de-

fined in section 7801 of title 20; 
(B) the owner of any nonprofit elementary 

or secondary school building; and 
(C) the governing authority of any school 

operated pursuant to section 241 of title 20, 
as in effect before enactment of the Improv-
ing America’s Schools Act of 1994, or succes-
sor authority, relating to impact aid for 
children who reside on Federal property. 

(2) The term ‘‘nonprofit elementary or sec-
ondary school’’ has the meaning given such 
term by section 2642(8) 1 of this title. 

(3) The term ‘‘radon’’ means the radioactive 
gaseous element and its short-lived decay 
products produced by the disintegration of the 
element radium occurring in air, water, soil, 
or other media. 

(4) The term ‘‘school building’’ has the 
meaning given such term by section 2642(13) of 
this title. 

(Pub. L. 94–469, title III, § 302, as added Pub. L. 
100–551, § 1(a), Oct. 28, 1988, 102 Stat. 2755; amend-
ed Pub. L. 103–382, title III, § 391(c)(4), 392(b)(2), 
Oct. 20, 1994, 108 Stat. 4022, 4026; Pub. L. 107–110, 
title X, § 1076(f)(2), Jan. 8, 2002, 115 Stat. 2091; 
Pub. L. 114–95, title IX, § 9215(xxx)(2), Dec. 10, 
2015, 129 Stat. 2191.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Section 241 of title 20, as in effect before enactment 

of the Improving America’s Schools Act of 1994, re-

ferred to in par. (1)(C), means section 241 of Title 20, 

Education, prior to its repeal by Pub. L. 103–382, title 

III, § 331(b), Oct. 20, 1994, 108 Stat. 3965. 

AMENDMENTS 

2015—Par. (1)(A). Pub. L. 114–95 made technical 

amendment to reference in original act which appears 

in text as reference to section 7801 of title 20. 
2002—Par. (1)(A). Pub. L. 107–110 substituted ‘‘7801’’ 

for ‘‘8801’’. 
1994—Par. (1)(A). Pub. L. 103–382, § 391(c)(4)(A), made 

technical amendment to reference to section 8801 of 
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1 So in original. Probably should be ‘‘action’’. 

title 20 to reflect change in reference to corresponding 

section of original act. 
Par. (1)(C). Pub. L. 103–382 directed two separate 

amendments of par. (1)(C), the first, by section 

391(c)(4)(B) of Pub. L. 103–382, directed the insertion of 

‘‘or successor authority’’ immediately after ‘‘section 

241 of title 20’’, the second, by section 392(b)(2) of Pub. 

L. 103–382, directed the insertion (without reference to 

the first amendment) of ‘‘as in effect before enactment 

of the Improving America’s Schools Act of 1994’’ imme-

diately after ‘‘section 241 of title 20,’’. Literal execution 

of the second amendment was not possible, as ‘‘section 

241 of title 20,’’ was amended to read ‘‘section 241 of 

title 20 or successor authority,’’ by the first amend-

ment. Commas were editorially inserted before and 

after the phrase added by the second amendment and it 

was inserted immediately after ‘‘section 241 of title 20’’ 

to reflect the probable intent of Congress. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2015 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 114–95 effective Dec. 10, 2015, 

except with respect to certain noncompetitive pro-

grams and competitive programs, see section 5 of Pub. 

L. 114–95, set out as a note under section 6301 of Title 

20, Education. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2002 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 107–110 effective Jan. 8, 2002, 

except with respect to certain noncompetitive pro-

grams and competitive programs, see section 5 of Pub. 

L. 107–110, set out as an Effective Date note under sec-

tion 6301 of Title 20, Education. 

§ 2663. EPA citizen’s guide 

(a) Publication 

In order to make continuous progress toward 
the long-term goal established in section 2661 of 
this title, the Administrator of the Environ-
mental Protection Agency shall, not later than 
June 1, 1989, publish and make available to the 
public an updated version of its document titled 
‘‘A Citizen’s Guide to Radon’’. The Adminis-
trator shall revise and republish the guide as 
necessary thereafter. 

(b) Information included 

(1) Action levels 

The updated citizen’s guide published as pro-
vided in subsection (a) shall include a descrip-
tion of a series of action levels indicating the 
health risk associated with different levels of 
radon exposure. 

(2) Other information 

The updated citizen’s guide shall also in-
clude information with respect to each of the 
following: 

(A) The increased health risk associated 
with the exposure of potentially sensitive 
populations to different levels of radon. 

(B) The increased health risk associated 
with the exposure to radon of persons en-
gaged in potentially risk-increasing behav-
ior. 

(C) The cost and technological feasibility 
of reducing radon concentrations within ex-
isting and new buildings. 

(D) The relationship between short-term 
and long-term testing techniques and the re-
lationship between (i) measurements based 
on both such techniques, and (ii) the ac-
tions 1 levels set forth as provided in para-
graph (1). 

(E) Outdoor radon levels around the coun-
try. 

(Pub. L. 94–469, title III, § 303, as added Pub. L. 
100–551, § 1(a), Oct. 28, 1988, 102 Stat. 2755.) 

§ 2664. Model construction standards and tech-
niques 

The Administrator of the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency shall develop model construction 
standards and techniques for controlling radon 
levels within new buildings. To the maximum 
extent possible, these standards and techniques 
should be developed with the assistance of orga-
nizations involved in establishing national 
building construction standards and techniques. 
The Administrator shall make a draft of the 
document containing the model standards and 
techniques available for public review and com-
ment. The model standards and techniques shall 
provide for geographic differences in construc-
tion types and materials, geology, weather, and 
other variables that may affect radon levels in 
new buildings. The Administrator shall make 
final model standards and techniques available 
to the public by June 1, 1990. The Administrator 
shall work to ensure that organizations respon-
sible for developing national model building 
codes, and authorities which regulate building 
construction within States or political subdivi-
sions within States, adopt the Agency’s model 
standards and techniques. 

(Pub. L. 94–469, title III, § 304, as added Pub. L. 
100–551, § 1(a), Oct. 28, 1988, 102 Stat. 2756.) 

§ 2665. Technical assistance to States for radon 
programs 

(a) Required activities 

The Administrator (or another Federal depart-
ment or agency designated by the Adminis-
trator) shall develop and implement activities 
designed to assist State radon programs. These 
activities may include, but are not limited to, 
the following: 

(1) Establishment of a clearinghouse of 
radon related information, including mitiga-
tion studies, public information materials, 
surveys of radon levels, and other relevant in-
formation. 

(2) Operation of a voluntary proficiency pro-
gram for rating the effectiveness of radon 
measurement devices and methods, the effec-
tiveness of radon mitigation devices and meth-
ods, and the effectiveness of private firms and 
individuals offering radon-related architec-
ture, design, engineering, measurement, and 
mitigation services. The proficiency program 
under this subparagraph shall be in operation 
within one year after October 28, 1988. 

(3) Design and implementation of training 
seminars for State and local officials and pri-
vate and professional firms dealing with radon 
and addressing topics such as monitoring, 
analysis, mitigation, health effects, public in-
formation, and program design. 

(4) Publication of public information mate-
rials concerning radon health risks and meth-
ods of radon mitigation. 

(5) Operation of cooperative projects be-
tween the Environmental Protection Agency’s 
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Radon Action Program and the State’s radon 
program. Such projects shall include the Home 
Evaluation Program, in which the Environ-
mental Protection Agency evaluates homes 
and States demonstrate mitigation methods in 
these homes. To the maximum extent prac-
ticable, consistent with the objectives of the 
evaluation and demonstration, homes of low- 
income persons should be selected for evalua-
tion and demonstration. 

(6) Demonstration of radon mitigation meth-
ods in various types of structures and in var-
ious geographic settings and publication of 
findings. In the case of demonstration of such 
methods in homes, the Administrator should 
select homes of low-income persons, to the 
maximum extent practicable and consistent 
with the objectives of the demonstration. 

(7) Establishment of a national data base 
with data organized by State concerning the 
location and amounts of radon. 

(8) Development and demonstration of meth-
ods of radon measurement and mitigation that 
take into account unique characteristics, if 
any, of nonresidential buildings housing child 
care facilities. 

(b) Discretionary assistance 

Upon request of a State, the Administrator (or 
another Federal department or agency des-
ignated by the Administrator) may provide 
technical assistance to such State in develop-
ment or implementation of programs addressing 
radon. Such assistance may include, but is not 
limited to, the following: 

(1) Design and implementation of surveys of 
the location and occurrence of radon within a 
State. 

(2) Design and implementation of public in-
formation and education programs. 

(3) Design and implementation of State pro-
grams to control radon in existing or new 
structures. 

(4) Assessment of mitigation alternatives in 
unusual or unconventional structures. 

(5) Design and implementation of methods 
for radon measurement and mitigation for 
nonresidential buildings housing child care fa-
cilities. 

(c) Information provided to professional organi-
zations 

The Administrator, or another Federal depart-
ment or agency designated by the Adminis-
trator, shall provide appropriate information 
concerning technology and methods of radon as-
sessment and mitigation to professional organi-
zations representing private firms involved in 
building design, engineering, and construction. 

(d) Proficiency rating program and training sem-
inar 

(1) Authorization 

There is authorized to be appropriated not 
more than $1,500,000 for the purposes of ini-
tially establishing the proficiency rating pro-
gram under subsection (a)(2) and the training 
seminars under subsection (a)(3). 

(2) Charge imposed 

To cover the operating costs of such pro-
ficiency rating program and training semi-

nars, the Administrator shall impose on per-
sons applying for a proficiency rating and on 
private and professional firms participating in 
training seminars such charges as may be nec-
essary to defray the costs of the program or 
seminars. No such charge may be imposed on 
any State or local government. 

(3) Special account 

Funds derived from the charges imposed 
under paragraph (2) shall be deposited in a spe-
cial account in the Treasury. Amounts in the 
special account are authorized to be appro-
priated only for purposes of administering 
such proficiency rating program or training 
seminars or for reimbursement of funds appro-
priated to the Administrator to initially es-
tablish such program or seminars. 

(4) Reimbursement of general fund 

During the first three years of the program 
and seminars, the Administrator shall make 
every effort, consistent with the goals and suc-
cessful operation of the program and seminars, 
to set charges imposed under paragraph (2) so 
that an amount in excess of operation costs is 
collected. Such excess amount shall be used to 
reimburse the General Fund of the Treasury 
for the full amount appropriated to initially 
establish the program and seminars. 

(5) Research 

The Administrator shall, in conjunction 
with other Federal agencies, conduct research 
to develop, test, and evaluate radon and radon 
progeny measurement methods and protocols. 
The purpose of such research shall be to assess 
the ability of those methods and protocols to 
accurately assess exposure to radon progeny. 
Such research shall include— 

(A) conducting comparisons among radon 
and radon progeny measurement techniques; 

(B) developing measurement protocols for 
different building types under varying oper-
ating conditions; and 

(C) comparing the exposures estimated by 
stationary monitors and protocols to those 
measured by personal monitors, and issue 
guidance documents that— 

(i) provide information on the results of 
research conducted under this paragraph; 
and 

(ii) describe model State radon measure-
ment and mitigation programs. 

(6) Mandatory proficiency testing program 
study 

(A) The Administrator shall conduct a study 
to determine the feasibility of establishing a 
mandatory proficiency testing program that 
would require that— 

(i) any product offered for sale, or device 
used in connection with a service offered to 
the public, for the measurement of radon 
meets minimum performance criteria; and 

(ii) any operator of a device, or person em-
ploying a technique, used in connection with 
a service offered to the public for the meas-
urement of radon meets a minimum level of 
proficiency. 

(B) The study shall also address procedures 
for— 



Page 1775 TITLE 15—COMMERCE AND TRADE § 2666 

(i) ordering the recall of any product sold 
for the measurement of radon which does 
not meet minimum performance criteria; 

(ii) ordering the discontinuance of any 
service offered to the public for the measure-
ment of radon which does not meet mini-
mum performance criteria; and 

(iii) establishing adequate quality assur-
ance requirements for each company offer-
ing radon measurement services to the pub-
lic to follow. 

The study shall identify enforcement mecha-
nisms necessary to the success of the program. 
The Administrator shall report the findings of 
the study with recommendations to Congress 
by March 1, 1991. 

(7) User fee 

In addition to any charge imposed pursuant 
to paragraph (2), the Administrator shall col-
lect user fees from persons seeking certifi-
cation under the radon proficiency program in 
an amount equal to $1,500,000 to cover the En-
vironmental Protection Agency’s cost of con-
ducting research pursuant to paragraph (5) for 
each of the fiscal years 1991, 1992, 1993, 1994, 
and 1995. Such funds shall be deposited in the 
account established pursuant to paragraph (3). 

(e) Authorization 

(1) There is authorized to be appropriated for 
the purposes of carrying out sections 2663, 2664, 
and 2665 of this title an amount not to exceed 
$3,000,000 for each of fiscal years 1989, 1990, and 
1991. 

(2) No amount appropriated under this sub-
section may be used by the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency to administer the grant program 
under section 2666 of this title. 

(3) No amount appropriated under this sub-
section may be used to cover the costs of the 
proficiency rating program under subsection 
(a)(2). 

(Pub. L. 94–469, title III, § 305, as added Pub. L. 
100–551, § 1(a), Oct. 28, 1988, 102 Stat. 2756; amend-
ed Pub. L. 101–508, title X, § 10202, Nov. 5, 1990, 104 
Stat. 1388–393; Pub. L. 104–66, title II, § 2021(l), 
Dec. 21, 1995, 109 Stat. 728.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1995—Subsecs. (d) to (f). Pub. L. 104–66 redesignated 

subsecs. (e) and (f) as (d) and (e), respectively, and 

struck out heading and text of former subsec. (d). Text 

read as follows: ‘‘Within 9 months after October 28, 1988, 

and annually thereafter, the Administrator shall sub-

mit to Congress a plan identifying assistance to be pro-

vided under this section and outlining personnel and fi-

nancial resources necessary to implement this section. 

Prior to submission to Congress, this plan shall be re-

viewed by the advisory groups provided for in section 

403(c) of the Superfund Amendments and Reauthoriza-

tion Act of 1986 (42 U.S.C. 7401 note).’’ 

1990—Subsec. (e)(5) to (7). Pub. L. 101–508 added pars. 

(5) to (7). 

§ 2666. Grant assistance to States for radon pro-
grams 

(a) In general 

For each fiscal year, upon application of the 
Governor of a State, the Administrator may 
make a grant, subject to such terms and condi-
tions as the Administrator considers appro-

priate, under this section to the State for the 
purpose of assisting the State in the develop-
ment and implementation of programs for the 
assessment and mitigation of radon. 

(b) Application 

An application for a grant under this section 
in any fiscal year shall contain such informa-
tion as the Administrator shall require, includ-
ing each of the following: 

(1) A description of the seriousness and ex-
tent of radon exposure in the State. 

(2) An identification of the State agency 
which has the primary responsibility for radon 
programs and which will receive the grant, a 
description of the roles and responsibilities of 
the lead State agency and any other State 
agencies involved in radon programs, and de-
scription of the roles and responsibilities of 
any municipal, district, or areawide organiza-
tion involved in radon programs. 

(3) A description of the activities and pro-
grams related to radon which the State pro-
poses in such year. 

(4) A budget specifying Federal and State 
funding of each element of activity of the 
grant application. 

(5) A 3-year plan which outlines long range 
program goals and objectives, tasks necessary 
to achieve them, and resource requirements 
for the entire 3-year period, including antici-
pated State funding levels and desired Federal 
funding levels. This clause shall apply only for 
the initial year in which a grant application is 
made. 

(c) Eligible activities 

Activities eligible for grant assistance under 
this section are the following: 

(1) Survey of radon levels, including special 
surveys of geographic areas or classes of build-
ings (such as, among others, public buildings, 
school buildings, high-risk residential con-
struction types). 

(2) Development of public information and 
educational materials concerning radon as-
sessment, mitigation, and control programs. 

(3) Implementation of programs to control 
radon in existing and new structures. 

(4) Purchase by the State of radon measure-
ment equipment or devices. 

(5) Purchase and maintenance of analytical 
equipment connected to radon measurement 
and analysis, including costs of calibration of 
such equipment. 

(6) Payment of costs of Environmental Pro-
tection Agency-approved training programs 
related to radon for permanent State or local 
employees. 

(7) Payment of general overhead and pro-
gram administration costs. 

(8) Development of a data storage and man-
agement system for information concerning 
radon occurrence, levels, and programs. 

(9) Payment of costs of demonstration of 
radon mitigation methods and technologies as 
approved by the Administrator, including 
State participation in the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency Home Evaluation Program. 

(10) A toll-free radon hotline to provide in-
formation and technical assistance. 
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(d) Preference to certain States 

Beginning in fiscal year 1991, the Adminis-
trator shall give a preference for grant assist-
ance under this section to States that have 
made reasonable efforts to ensure the adoption, 
by the authorities which regulate building con-
struction within that State or political subdivi-
sions within States, of the model construction 
standards and techniques for new buildings de-
veloped under section 2664 of this title. 

(e) Priority activities and projects 

The Administrator shall support eligible ac-
tivities contained in State applications with the 
full amount of available funds. In the event that 
State applications for funds exceed the total 
funds available in a fiscal year, the Adminis-
trator shall give priority to activities or 
projects proposed by States based on each of the 
following criteria: 

(1) The seriousness and extent of the radon 
contamination problem to be addressed. 

(2) The potential for the activity or project 
to bring about reduction in radon levels. 

(3) The potential for development of innova-
tive radon assessment techniques, mitigation 
measures as approved by the Administrator, or 
program management approaches which may 
be of use to other States. 

(4) Any other uniform criteria that the Ad-
ministrator deems necessary to promote the 
goals of the grant program and that the Ad-
ministrator provides to States before the ap-
plication process. 

(f) Federal share 

The Federal share of the cost of radon pro-
gram activities implemented with Federal as-
sistance under this section in any fiscal year 
shall not exceed 75 percent of the costs incurred 
by the State in implementing such program in 
the first year of a grant to such State, 60 per-
cent in the second year, and 50 percent in the 
third year. Federal assistance shall be made on 
the condition that the non-Federal share is pro-
vided from non-Federal funds. 

(g) Assistance to local governments 

States may, at the Governor’s discretion, use 
funds from grants under this section to assist 
local governments in implementation of activi-
ties eligible for assistance under paragraphs (2), 
(3), and (6) of subsection (c). 

(h) Information 

(1) The Administrator may request such infor-
mation, data, and reports developed by the 
State as he considers necessary to make the de-
termination of continuing eligibility under this 
section. 

(2) Any State receiving funds under this sec-
tion shall provide to the Administrator all 
radon-related information generated in its ac-
tivities, including the results of radon surveys, 
mitigation demonstration projects, and risk 
communication studies. 

(3) Any State receiving funds under this sec-
tion shall maintain, and make available to the 
public, a list of firms and individuals within the 
State that have received a passing rating under 
the Environmental Protection Agency pro-
ficiency rating program referred to in section 

2665(a)(2) of this title. The list shall also include 
the address and phone number of such firms and 
individuals, together with the proficiency rating 
received by each. The Administrator shall make 
such list available to the public at appropriate 
locations in each State which does not receive 
funds under this section unless the State as-
sumes such responsibility. 

(i) Limitations 

(1) No grant may be made under this section in 
any fiscal year to a State which in the preceding 
fiscal year received a grant under this section 
unless the Administrator determines that such 
State satisfactorily implemented the activities 
funded by the grant in such preceding fiscal 
year. 

(2) The costs of implementing paragraphs (4) 
and (9) of subsection (c) shall not in the aggre-
gate exceed 50 percent of the amount of any 
grant awarded under this section to a State in a 
fiscal year. In implementing such paragraphs, a 
State should make every effort, consistent with 
the goals and successful operation of the State 
radon program, to give a preference to low-in-
come persons. 

(3) The costs of general overhead and program 
administration under subsection (c)(7) shall not 
exceed 25 percent of the amount of any grant 
awarded under this section to a State in a fiscal 
year. 

(4) A State may use funds received under this 
section for financial assistance to persons only 
to the extent such assistance is related to dem-
onstration projects or the purchase and analysis 
of radon measurement devices. 

(j) Authorization 

(1) There is authorized to be appropriated for 
grant assistance under this section an amount 
not to exceed $10,000,000 for each of fiscal years 
1989, 1990, and 1991. 

(2) There is authorized to be appropriated for 
the purpose of administering the grant program 
under this section such sums as may be nec-
essary for each of such fiscal years. 

(3) Notwithstanding any other provision of 
this section, not more than 10 percent of the 
amount appropriated to carry out this section 
may be used to make grants to any one State. 

(4) Funds not obligated to States in the fiscal 
year for which funds are appropriated under this 
section shall remain available for obligation 
during the next fiscal year. 

(5) No amount appropriated under this sub-
section may be used to cover the costs of the 
proficiency rating program under section 
2665(a)(2) of this title. 

(Pub. L. 94–469, title III, § 306, as added Pub. L. 
100–551, § 1(a), Oct. 28, 1988, 102 Stat. 2758.) 

FEDERAL SHARE OF COST 

Pub. L. 109–54, title II, Aug. 2, 2005, 119 Stat. 531, pro-

vided in part that: ‘‘Beginning in fiscal year 2006 and 

thereafter, and notwithstanding section 306 of the 

Toxic Substances Control Act [15 U.S.C. 2666], the Fed-

eral share of the cost of radon program activities im-

plemented with Federal assistance under section 306 

shall not exceed 60 percent in the third and subsequent 

grant years.’’ 
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§ 2667. Radon in schools 

(a) Study of radon in schools 

(1) Authority 

The Administrator shall conduct a study for 
the purpose of determining the extent of radon 
contamination in the Nation’s school build-
ings. 

(2) List of high probability areas 

In carrying out such study, the Adminis-
trator shall identify and compile a list of 
areas within the United States which the Ad-
ministrator determines have a high prob-
ability of including schools which have ele-
vated levels of radon. 

(3) Basis of list 

In compiling such list, the Administrator 
shall make such determinations on the basis 
of, among other things, each of the following: 

(A) Geological data. 
(B) Data on high radon levels in homes and 

other structures nearby any such school. 
(C) Physical characteristics of the school 

buildings. 

(4) Survey 

In conducting such study the Administrator 
shall design a survey which when completed 
allows Congress to characterize the extent of 
radon contamination in schools in each State. 
The survey shall include testing from a rep-
resentative sample of schools in each high-risk 
area identified in paragraph (1) and shall in-
clude additional testing, to the extent re-
sources are available for such testing. The sur-
vey also shall include any reliable testing data 
supplied by States, schools, or other parties. 

(5) Assistance 

(A) The Administrator shall make available 
to the appropriate agency of each State, as 
designated by the Governor of such State, a 
list of high risk areas within each State, in-
cluding a delineation of such areas and any 
other data available to the Administrator for 
schools in that State. To assist such agencies, 
the Administrator also shall provide guidance 
and data detailing the risks associated with 
high radon levels, technical guidance and re-
lated information concerning testing for radon 
within schools, and methods of reducing radon 
levels. 

(B) In addition to the assistance authorized 
by subparagraph (A), the Administrator is au-
thorized to make available to the appropriate 
agency of each State, as designated by the 
Governor of such State, devices suitable for 
use by such agencies in conducting tests for 
radon within the schools under the jurisdic-
tion of any such State agency. The Adminis-
trator is authorized to make available to such 
agencies the use of laboratories of the Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency, or to rec-
ommend laboratories, to evaluate any such de-
vices for the presence of radon levels. 

(6) Diagnostic and remedial efforts 

The Administrator is authorized to select, 
from high-risk areas identified in paragraph 
(2), school buildings for purposes of enabling 

the Administrator to undertake diagnostic 
and remedial efforts to reduce the levels of 
radon in such school buildings. Such diag-
nostic and remedial efforts shall be carried out 
with a view to developing technology and ex-
pertise for the purpose of making such tech-
nology and expertise available to any local 
educational agency and the several States. 

(7) Status report 

On or before October 1, 1989, the Adminis-
trator shall submit to the Congress a status 
report with respect to action taken by the Ad-
ministrator in conducting the study required 
by this section, including the results of the 
Administrator’s diagnostic and remedial work. 
On or before October 1, 1989, the Administrator 
shall submit a final report setting forth the 
results of the study conducted pursuant to 
this section, including the results of the Ad-
ministrator’s diagnostic and remedial work, 
and the recommendations of the Adminis-
trator. 

(b) Authorization 

For the purpose of carrying out the provisions 
of paragraph (6) of subsection (a), there are au-
thorized to be appropriated such sums, not to 
exceed $500,000, as may be necessary. For the 
purpose of carrying out the provisions of this 
section other than such paragraph (6), there are 
authorized to be appropriated such sums, not to 
exceed $1,000,000, as may be necessary. 

(Pub. L. 94–469, title III, § 307, as added Pub. L. 
100–551, § 1(a), Oct. 28, 1988, 102 Stat. 2761.) 

§ 2668. Regional radon training centers 

(a) Funding program 

Upon application of colleges, universities, in-
stitutions of higher learning, or consortia of 
such institutions, the Administrator may make 
a grant or cooperative agreement, subject to 
such terms and conditions as the Administrator 
considers appropriate, under this section to the 
applicant for the purpose of establishing and op-
erating a regional radon training center. 

(b) Purpose of centers 

The purpose of a regional radon training cen-
ter is to develop information and provide train-
ing to Federal and State officials, professional 
and private firms, and the public regarding the 
health risks posed by radon and demonstrated 
methods of radon measurement and mitigation. 

(c) Applications 

Any colleges, universities, institutions of 
higher learning or consortia of such institutions 
may submit an application for funding under 
this section. Such applications shall be submit-
ted to the Administrator in such form and con-
taining such information as the Administrator 
may require. 

(d) Selection criteria 

The Administrator shall support at least 3 eli-
gible applications with the full amount of avail-
able funds. The Administrator shall select re-
cipients of funding under this section to ensure 
that funds are equitably allocated among re-
gions of the United States, and on the basis of 
each of the following criteria: 
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(1) The extent to which the applicant’s pro-
gram will promote the purpose described in 
subsection (b). 

(2) The demonstrated expertise of the appli-
cant regarding radon measurement and miti-
gation methods and other radon-related is-
sues. 

(3) The demonstrated expertise of the appli-
cant in radon training and in activities relat-
ing to information development and dissemi-
nation. 

(4) The seriousness of the radon problem in 
the region. 

(5) The geographical coverage of the pro-
posed center. 

(6) Any other uniform criteria that the Ad-
ministrator deems necessary to promote the 
purpose described in subsection (b) and that 
the Administrator provides to potential appli-
cants prior to the application process. 

(e) Termination of funding 

No funding may be given under this section in 
any fiscal year to an applicant which in the pre-
ceding fiscal year received funding under this 
section unless the Administrator determines 
that the recipient satisfactorily implemented 
the activities that were funded in the preceding 
year. 

(f) Authorization 

There is authorized to be appropriated to 
carry out the program under this section not to 
exceed $1,000,000 for each of fiscal years 1989, 
1990, and 1991. 

(Pub. L. 94–469, title III, § 308, as added Pub. L. 
100–551, § 1(a), Oct. 28, 1988, 102 Stat. 2762.) 

§ 2669. Study of radon in Federal buildings 

(a) Study requirement 

The head of each Federal department or agen-
cy that owns a Federal building shall conduct a 
study for the purpose of determining the extent 
of radon contamination in such buildings. Such 
study shall include, in the case of a Federal 
building using a nonpublic water source (such as 
a well or other groundwater), radon contamina-
tion of the water. 

(b) High-risk Federal buildings 

(1) The Administrator shall identify and com-
pile a list of areas within the United States 
which the Administrator, in consultation with 
Federal departments and agencies, determines 
have a high probability of including Federal 
buildings which have elevated levels of radon. 

(2) In compiling such list, the Administrator 
shall make such determinations on the basis of, 
among other things, the following: 

(A) Geological data. 
(B) Data on high radon levels in homes and 

other structures near any such Federal build-
ing. 

(C) Physical characteristics of the Federal 
buildings. 

(c) Study designs 

Studies required under subsection (a) shall be 
based on design criteria specified by the Admin-
istrator. The head of each Federal department 
or agency conducting such a study shall submit, 

not later than July 1, 1989, a study design to the 
Administrator for approval. The study design 
shall follow the most recent Environmental Pro-
tection Agency guidance documents, including 
‘‘A Citizen’s Guide to Radon’’; the ‘‘Interim Pro-
tocol for Screening and Follow Up: Radon and 
Radon Decay Products Measurements’’; the ‘‘In-
terim Indoor Radon & Radon Decay Product 
Measurement Protocol’’; and any other recent 
guidance documents. The study design shall in-
clude testing data from a representative sample 
of Federal buildings in each high-risk area iden-
tified in subsection (b). The study design also 
shall include additional testing data to the ex-
tent resources are available, including any reli-
able data supplied by Federal agencies, States, 
or other parties. 

(d) Information on risks and testing 

(1) The Administrator shall provide to the de-
partments or agencies conducting studies under 
subsection (a) the following: 

(A) Guidance and data detailing the risks as-
sociated with high radon levels. 

(B) Technical guidance and related informa-
tion concerning testing for radon within Fed-
eral buildings and water supplies. 

(C) Technical guidance and related informa-
tion concerning methods for reducing radon 
levels. 

(2) In addition to the assistance required by 
paragraph (1), the Administrator is authorized 
to make available, on a cost reimbursable basis, 
to the departments or agencies conducting stud-
ies under subsection (a) devices suitable for use 
by such departments or agencies in conducting 
tests for radon within Federal buildings. For the 
purpose of assisting such departments or agen-
cies in evaluating any such devices for the pres-
ence of radon levels, the Administrator is au-
thorized to recommend laboratories or to make 
available to such departments or agencies, on a 
cost reimbursable basis, the use of laboratories 
of the Environmental Protection Agency. 

(e) Study deadline 

Not later than June 1, 1990, the head of each 
Federal department or agency conducting a 
study under subsection (a) shall complete the 
study and provide the study to the Adminis-
trator. 

(f) Report to Congress 

Not later than October 1, 1990, the Adminis-
trator shall submit a report to the Congress de-
scribing the results of the studies conducted 
pursuant to subsection (a). 

(Pub. L. 94–469, title III, § 309, as added Pub. L. 
100–551, § 1(a), Oct. 28, 1988, 102 Stat. 2763.) 

§ 2670. Regulations 

The Administrator is authorized to issue such 
regulations as may be necessary to carry out the 
provisions of this subchapter. 

(Pub. L. 94–469, title III, § 310, as added Pub. L. 
100–551, § 1(a), Oct. 28, 1988, 102 Stat. 2764.) 

§ 2671. Additional authorizations 

Amounts authorized to be appropriated in this 
subchapter for purposes of carrying out the pro-
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visions of this subchapter are in addition to 
amounts authorized to be appropriated under 
other provisions of law for radon-related activi-
ties. 

(Pub. L. 94–469, title III, § 311, as added Pub. L. 
100–551, § 1(a), Oct. 28, 1988, 102 Stat. 2764.) 

SUBCHAPTER IV—LEAD EXPOSURE 
REDUCTION 

§ 2681. Definitions 

For the purposes of this subchapter: 

(1) Abatement 

The term ‘‘abatement’’ means any set of 
measures designed to permanently eliminate 
lead-based paint hazards in accordance with 
standards established by the Administrator 
under this subchapter. Such term includes— 

(A) the removal of lead-based paint and 
lead-contaminated dust, the permanent con-
tainment or encapsulation of lead-based 
paint, the replacement of lead-painted sur-
faces or fixtures, and the removal or cover-
ing of lead-contaminated soil; and 

(B) all preparation, cleanup, disposal, and 
postabatement clearance testing activities 
associated with such measures. 

(2) Accessible surface 

The term ‘‘accessible surface’’ means an in-
terior or exterior surface painted with lead- 
based paint that is accessible for a young child 
to mouth or chew. 

(3) Deteriorated paint 

The term ‘‘deteriorated paint’’ means any 
interior or exterior paint that is peeling, chip-
ping, chalking or cracking or any paint lo-
cated on an interior or exterior surface or fix-
ture that is damaged or deteriorated. 

(4) Evaluation 

The term ‘‘evaluation’’ means risk assess-
ment, inspection, or risk assessment and in-
spection. 

(5) Friction surface 

The term ‘‘friction surface’’ means an inte-
rior or exterior surface that is subject to abra-
sion or friction, including certain window, 
floor, and stair surfaces. 

(6) Impact surface 

The term ‘‘impact surface’’ means an inte-
rior or exterior surface that is subject to dam-
age by repeated impacts, for example, certain 
parts of door frames. 

(7) Inspection 

The term ‘‘inspection’’ means (A) a surface- 
by-surface investigation to determine the 
presence of lead-based paint, as provided in 
section 4822(c) of title 42, and (B) the provision 
of a report explaining the results of the inves-
tigation. 

(8) Interim controls 

The term ‘‘interim controls’’ means a set of 
measures designed to reduce temporarily 
human exposure or likely exposure to lead- 
based paint hazards, including specialized 
cleaning, repairs, maintenance, painting, tem-

porary containment, ongoing monitoring of 
lead-based paint hazards or potential hazards, 
and the establishment and operation of man-
agement and resident education programs. 

(9) Lead-based paint 

The term ‘‘lead-based paint’’ means paint or 
other surface coatings that contain lead in ex-
cess of 1.0 milligrams per centimeter squared 
or 0.5 percent by weight or (A) in the case of 
paint or other surface coatings on target hous-
ing, such lower level as may be established by 
the Secretary of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment, as defined in section 4822(c) of title 42, 
or (B) in the case of any other paint or surface 
coatings, such other level as may be estab-
lished by the Administrator. 

(10) Lead-based paint hazard 

The term ‘‘lead-based paint hazard’’ means 
any condition that causes exposure to lead 
from lead-contaminated dust, lead-contami-
nated soil, lead-contaminated paint that is de-
teriorated or present in accessible surfaces, 
friction surfaces, or impact surfaces that 
would result in adverse human health effects 
as established by the Administrator under this 
subchapter. 

(11) Lead-contaminated dust 

The term ‘‘lead-contaminated dust’’ means 
surface dust in residential dwellings that con-
tains an area or mass concentration of lead in 
excess of levels determined by the Adminis-
trator under this subchapter to pose a threat 
of adverse health effects in pregnant women or 
young children. 

(12) Lead-contaminated soil 

The term ‘‘lead-contaminated soil’’ means 
bare soil on residential real property that con-
tains lead at or in excess of the levels deter-
mined to be hazardous to human health by the 
Administrator under this subchapter. 

(13) Reduction 

The term ‘‘reduction’’ means measures de-
signed to reduce or eliminate human exposure 
to lead-based paint hazards through methods 
including interim controls and abatement. 

(14) Residential dwelling 

The term ‘‘residential dwelling’’ means— 
(A) a single-family dwelling, including at-

tached structures such as porches and 
stoops; or 

(B) a single-family dwelling unit in a 
structure that contains more than 1 separate 
residential dwelling unit, and in which each 
such unit is used or occupied, or intended to 
be used or occupied, in whole or in part, as 
the home or residence of 1 or more persons. 

(15) Residential real property 

The term ‘‘residential real property’’ means 
real property on which there is situated 1 or 
more residential dwellings used or occupied, or 
intended to be used or occupied, in whole or in 
part, as the home or residence of 1 or more 
persons. 

(16) Risk assessment 

The term ‘‘risk assessment’’ means an on- 
site investigation to determine and report the 
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